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By BRENDAN HOLBEN

BELMONT’S Business Enter-
prise Centre was last week
awarded a $100,000 grant under
the Small Business Advisory Ser-
vices National Disaster Assis-
tance program.

The funding is from a $2.5 mil-
lion Federal Government pro-
gram with 25 not-for-profit busi-
ness advisory programs
receiving funding.

Small Business Minister Nick
Sherry presented Belmont BEC
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chief executive Carol Hanlon
with the grant on July 25.

Organisations in the program
will use the funding to support
small businesses hit by the natur-
al disasters such as the Queens-
land, Victorian and northern WA
floods.

He said the 25 organisations
would provide advice on business
planning, finance, marketing,
legal and accounting matters,
government regulation and refer-
rals.

Ms Hanlon said the Belmont

BELMONT

BEC would provide assistance
through its online training cours-
es available nationwide.

“Any small business not in
close proximity to another gov-
ernment-funded business adviso-
ry can make use of our re-
sources,” she said.

“Belmont BEC is honoured to
win $100,000 of funding to help us
provide business advisory ser-
vices across Australia under our
My Business Incubator project.”

Senator Sherry said the addi-
tional funding would help small

businesses affected by natural
disasters access advisory ser-
vices as soon as possible.

“The Belmont BEC has a
strong record of providing its ser-
vices on a national basis; in re-
cent years it was nominated for
Best BEC in Australia and Best
National BEC,” he said.

Senator Sherry said the total
$2.5 million funding was in addi-
tion to a $725,000 extension of the
Government’s Queensland
Tourism Industry Support Pack-
age.
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Senator Nick Sherry (left) with
Belmont BEC chief Carol Hanlon
and Tim Hammond. d360374




